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Out-of-Province Ministerial Travel 
 

(including expenses of participants and general expenses associated with travel) 

 
 

Ministry Advanced Education 

Title of Travel Saskatchewan Education Alliance’s partnership with Mexico 

Location Mexico City, Mexico 

Date(s) May 20 - 23, 2018 

Participants 
Honourable Tina Beaudry-Mellor, Minister of Advanced Education 
Tessa Ritter, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Advanced Education 

Purpose of 
Travel 

To sign several agreements which included Mexico’s 11-member 
Intercultural Universities system and Federal Ministry of National Education 
and to enhance the stature of the bilateral partnership between Mexico and 
Saskatchewan. 

Total Travel Expenditures for Participants 

Air Travel (including airfare and airport service fees)  $1,654.02 

Ground Travel (including taxis and parking) $158.08 

Accommodation (including room charges, incidentals, related taxes and 
fees) 

$1,963.41 

Meals (personal per diem meal claims) $359.90 

Miscellaneous (including temporary cell phone upgrades, fax and internet 
charges, and other sundry expenditures) 

$0.00 

Subtotal $4,135.41 

General Travel Expenditures 

Business Hosting Expenses (luncheon and/or dinner meetings hosted by 
the Government of Saskatchewan, including food, beverages, catering staff, 
service charges, equipment, and entertainment) 

$0.00 

Miscellaneous (Including meeting rooms, police security, publications, 
shipping charges, gifts) 

$0.00 

Subtotal $0.00 

TOTAL $4,135.41 
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Overview of Travel and Objectives: 

 
Background: 

The Saskatchewan Education Alliance is a strategic partnership between the Province’s three 

major post-secondary institutions: the University of Regina, the University of Saskatchewan and 

Saskatchewan Polytechnic who collaborate to create a unified presence on behalf of the 

Province on internationalization efforts. Saskatchewan’s internationalization efforts are outlined 

in the Post-Secondary International Education Strategy. The goals of the strategy are to 

increase global engagement, bring the world to Saskatchewan, and grow global research 

partnerships. 

The Mission Focus:  Mexico 

The focus of this particular mission was to lay the foundation for the further development of the 

reciprocal mobility of students and to explore strategic research alliances and partnerships. The 

Minister of Advanced Education led the mission on behalf of the Alliance. 

Mexico was chosen as a destination for this inaugural mission for the Saskatchewan Education 

Alliance because: 

 The Mexican government is investing substantial money in sending its students abroad, 
particularly to develop competency in English as a Second Language; 

 Mexico has a substantial Indigenous population, which has been the focus of many of its 
post-secondary education initiatives.  This is an area where Saskatchewan can learn 
and adopt more successful models of education and student supports; 

 Areas of economic development and public policy are aligned with Saskatchewan. 
Mexico is Saskatchewan’s 5th largest trading partner and their key areas of economic 
and public policy interest are: 

o Mining 
o Technology and innovation 
o Energy and renewable energy development 
o Agriculture  

 

Meetings & Presentations: 

1. The Intercultural University of the State of Mexico 

2. Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

3. Embassy of Canada in Mexico 

4. Mexican Agency of International Cooperation of Development 

5. Federal Ministry of Public Education 

6. Institute Politicecnico Nacional 

7. Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Mexico 

 

Signed Agreements between the Saskatchewan Alliance and partners: 

1. Agreement with the Mexican Agency of International Cooperation for Development to 
expand the Mexico Chair program. 

2. Letter of Intent with the Mexican Department of Intercultural Bilingual Education (System 
of Indigenous Universities) to foster indigenous mobility and research collaborations. 
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3. Letter of Intent with Instituto Politicenico Nacional to recognize future collaboration. 
4. Membership agreement with the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Mexico. 

 

It was oft-noted that the Saskatchewan/Mexico relationship has been underdeveloped but has 

never been more important. Every exchange expressed a mutual desire to build and accelerate 

relations. 

 

 

 


